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The Sutton Way
We believe school is about more than just gaining qualifications. We place a strong 
emphasis on the development of students’ character.

The Sutton Way describes our school culture and the way we do things. It explicitly sets 
out our expectations and reminds us of the habits that will secure success in school and 
beyond. 

The Sutton Pledge is our flagship character awards scheme. Students are challenged to 
complete a wide range of community, cultural and character-based pledges in order to 
achieve Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum awards. As part of the pledge, students have 
opportunities to influence and make a positive impact within their local community.
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‘Leaders promote pupils’ personal development well’ 
Ofsted, 2022



Beyond the Classroom

We offer an extensive programme of opportunities to support and enrich our ambitious 
curriculum offer. 

Students represent the academy in numerous sporting teams and perform in our drama 
productions, music concerts and dance festivals.

We also offer the highly popular Duke of Edinburgh Award as well as lots of extra 
curriculum opportunities, including, Maths Challenge, STEM Club, musical instrument 
lessons and reading and writing competitions throughout the year.

Students in every tutor group elect student representatives to sit on the Student 
Council in order to contribute to key decision-making across the school. 

Our students understand their role as citizens of the world and participate in many 
curriculum trips to destinations such as the National Justice Museum, The National 
Holocaust Centre and Museum and local religious and cultural institutions. Further 
afield, Sutton students are embarking on trips to Everest Basecamp, Skiing in Italy and 
The European Organization for Nuclear Research in Switzerland.
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“Pupils have many 
opportunities to develop 

their talents and interests.”
Ofsted, 2022
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Careers

‘‘The careers programme is 
of a high quality.’’ 

Ofsted, 2022

High quality careers education and guidance is critical to our students’ futures. It helps 
to prepare them for the workplace by providing a clear understanding of the world of 
work.

Through a wide variety of activities, lessons, visits and one-to-one career appointments, 
students are able to gain valuable knowledge about jobs and courses that may be of 
interest to them. Our dedicated careers advisor is available in school to provide the 
support students need to help them make a well-informed, realistic decision about 
what to do after leaving Sutton Community Academy. 

Students are taken to visit universities, Further Education colleges and apprenticeship 
providers. They undertake virtual work experience, mock interviews and attend our 
very own, highly regarded careers fair. We hold the Career Mark in recognition of the 
outstanding level of support and guidance we offer to students.
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